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A fascinating discussion on sex, gender, and human instincts, as relevant today as everIn the
course of a lively drinking party, a group of Athenian intellectuals exchange views on eros, or
desire. From their conversation emerges a series of subtle reflections on gender roles, sex in
society and the sublimation of basic human instincts. The discussion culminates in a radical
challenge to conventional views by Plato's mentor, Socrates, who advocates transcendence
through spiritual love. The Symposium is a deft interweaving of different viewpoints and ideas
about the nature of love—as a response to beauty, a cosmic force, a motive for social action and
as a means of ethical education.For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres
and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-
date translations by award-winning translators.

About the AuthorPlato (c.427-347 BC) stands with Socrates and Aristotle as one of the shapers
of the whole intellectual tradition of the West. He founded the Academy in Athens, the first
permanent institution devoted to philosophical research and teaching, and theprototype of all
Western universities.Christopher Gill is a Professor of Ancient Thought at the University of
Exeter. He has written widely on ancient philosophy and literature.
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Damon, “its NOT a good story. plato goes on and on about how .... its NOT a good story. plato
goes on and on about how heterosexuality is not as good as male homosexuality and ONLY
men on men can experience love as its meant to be, (thus insinuating that lesbians are probably
the worst off), and further it seems that PEDO love is not only acceptable, but the right way to
bring young men up. there were some interesting approaches to the topic of love, the style of
discussion was engaging, and the character socrates brings an thought provoking views, but its
hard to look past pedo love and the near mocking of heterosexuality as if its for simpletons.that
being said, the book was in great condition, and the published version and delivery were
excellent. one star was knocked because plato is lauded for bringing philosophical genius to our
culture, but i didnt like the book at all, and despite finishing the short read, got nothing
intellectual out of it other than an understanding of ancient greek pompous...but not anyone's
fault but plato's.”

Royboy, “A timeless treatise on the nature of love. Strongly recommended for any first time
reader, a timeless treatise on the nature of love. At times the translation seems overly simplistic
and modern, the antiquity and Platonic style lost to assist the contemporary reader. The
introduction is excellent, alone worth the price of the entire book.”

Daniel L Newhouse, “This is the Plato book that I think most people are thinking. It talks about
where the sexes are from. In a creation emblem kind of way. It does not talk about the navel
(belly button) in any way shape or form. Which is what Demi Moore talked about in the Butcher's
Wife.  And I was told it was Plato.”

Michaela Milligan, “Comical, Poetic, Enlightening.. 5 out of 5 stars!If you like ancient philosophy,
then you will love this book. As most of his Socratic dialogues go; Plato, through the lens of
Socrates and his interlocutors, examines the nature of love and beauty. It was unlike anything
I’ve ever read from Plato before. I found the levels of perspective to be extremely interesting—if
you keep that in mind while going through this, it makes for a very interesting read.The idea of “a
ladder”, seems to present itself if more than one way.”

Nguyen P., “Received in prime conditions. Great quality of the book, the package was packed in
a shock consolidated box”

Ebook Library Reader, “Its light weight affordable in its price and easy to read but it would be
better if those .... Its light weight affordable in its price and easy to read but it would be better if
those paragraphs are seperated and labelled with the name of person as other The Symposium
books (such as 'Socrates Dialogue with Agathon" "Diotima's Dialogue with Socrates"), and
including each section in the table of content ..”



Eduardo, “The book and its content are 5 stars. Great reading, short though.”

Mr. P. Halewood, “This is how the ancient Greeks do it.... The Symposium is a classic dialogue of
Plato's and is set during an ancient Greek drinking party, with the discussion revolving around
Love/Desire. As well as a philosophical work, it is a fantastic piece of history and the scene of
the party is so well presented that you really do get a sense of the social scene in ancient
Greece at the time (circa 400BC).I am quite new myself to the works of Plato and philosophy in
general, so I can't offer up a discussion of how it fits into the wider scheme of things but I can say
that Symposium is an enjoyable and interesting discussion. Whether the ideas presented in this
dialogue are scientifically or even philosophically relevant now I'm not too sure, but it's still a
wonderful piece of ancient Greece, complete with the usual references to Greek Gods and
Goddesses and musings on the mystery of love. You may be as surprised as I was to read that
nearly all references to love and lovers are concerning man and boy relationships, rather than
heterosexual relationships, though this is not really important to the nature of love as is
discussed. It seems to have been a much more acceptable and normal practice to the ancient
Greeks, than it is in the modern world.Some of Penguin classic' series on Plato's dialogues can
be difficult to read, being interspersed with lengthy commentary and footnotes, though that this
does not happen with this book. The dialogue is unbroken by any commentary and this is better
for the reader, as it allows him or her to produce their own understanding of the text. There is a
lengthy introduction and closing notes, though if you do intend to read these then these are best
read after you have read the dialogue, again so as not to be influenced by the ideas and
conclusions of someone else.All in all, this a fairly short but enjoyable book, that is an interesting
and an enlightening glimpse into the social and philosophical beginnings of western civilisation.”

Clarky, “Plato makes us fall in love with the topic Love. Plato's 'Symposium' is one of the great
philosophical works I have ever read.In short - which is what this book is - the scene is an
intellectual debate between multiple men on the topic of Love as both sexual love, and
desire.The introduction is very precise and informative, however, I suggest reading it after reader
the text (which is only 63 pages). This is because the text itself is easy to read, and the
introduction opts to discuss how to read it, whereas is best used as a concise outline of what
each man says,Plato is a genius, I suggest his other works also.Also, Aristophanes' eulogy is
hilarious and surprisingly pretty logical.”

sanyata, “"Modern Talk" translation. this translation sacrifices linguistic precision for
accessability. this is what is needed to get the nexts generations into plato. and as a "for fun"
read, this edition is unsurpassed. just be sure to get at least one other translation as well if you
are doing anything academic with the symposion”

Shane Thomas, “Impressive eulogies. Plato never prescribes a "correct" view on Eros, instead



proposing several different ideas for the reader to ponder on. This sort of writing, where Plato
pretends he is a character with certain beliefs (that aren't his own), is extremely convincing and
well-done.”

The book by Plato has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 554 people have provided feedback.

 Front Cover Copyright Table of Contents First Pages Back Cover Surprise Me!



Language: English
Hardcover: 32 pages
Item Weight: 3.95 ounces
Dimensions: 0.31 x 5.51 x 8.5 inches
Paperback: 144 pages
Board book: 40 pages
Mass Market Paperback: 160 pages
Lexile measure: 1250L

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

